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Summary
As we look at the incredible story found in Luke 5:17-26, we see an amazing group of
believers who are willing to go above and beyond, tear through the roof of a house, risk
their reputation, and perhaps even financial and legal freedoms, in order to bring a lost
individual to the throne; to the feet of Jesus Christ.  We see the religious leaders who are
too filled with judgment and a high view of themselves to grasp the miracles that are
happening right in front of them and the man doing them.  We see a crowd that is
unwilling to move for a man in great need.  We see a man in great need of healing
physically and spiritually. Most importantly, we see an all knowing (omniscient) Savior
who has compassion on the lost, knows the thoughts of men, and is not only capable of
healing a physical ailment,  but more importantly, is able and willing to heal a sinful
heart, leading to a once lost man glorifying the Lord Jesus.  This is a powerful story that
should cause us to take stock of our everyday faith and our willingness to stop at nothing
to bring those who are lost and in need of salvation to Jesus.  It should also help us to
grasp the compassion of the Lord and his willingness to offer the greatest healing of all
to each of us; healing of the heart from sin; and in this, restoring us to relationship with
Him through salvation.  

Scripture - Luke 5:17-26 (see also Mark 2:1-12)
In this story we see so many different characters at work.  There is the lost, sinful, and
broken paralytic, the men who are willing to risk it all to get him to Jesus, the teachers of
the law who are filled with judgment and condemnation, a crowd who is too preoccupied
with the teaching, or perhaps their own ailments, to see another in need, and the Savior
of the world who is willing and able to forgive sins and restore sinful men to right
relationship with God.  As you study these verses this week (also check out Mark 2:1-12),
ask yourself, "who do I most likely relate to in this story?"  If we are honest, we most
likely relate to either the paralytic (in great need of forgiveness), the teachers of the law
(judgemental and condemning while missing who Jesus truly is), or the crowd (too
preoccupied with our own needs/wants to see the true need at hand).  We are never
Jesus in this story, and it is perhaps very rare that we are the men carrying the paralytic;
willing to risk all in order to bring someone to Jesus.  Let's wrestle with this throughout
the week and pray that God would transform us into a community of "risk takers" for the
sake of the Gospel in the communities where we live and do life.



Key Apps, Websites, and online tools for further study

The verse itself and key word(s) that stand out in the verse (meanings)
The verses around the verse, the section of scripture, the chapter, the book, old/new
testament, and relation to the rest of scripture
Author and Date (Who wrote the book and when?)
Audience (Who is the book written to? Main characters in the story and/or text?)
Main points and overall purpose of the book
Historical background, cultural significance, setting, people, rulers, etc.
Scripture references; let scripture interpret scripture as much as possible

What is this passage teaching me about God?
Is there a command to obey?
Is there a promise to claim?
Is there a sin to avoid?
What can I pray and trust God for regarding this passage?
What actions must I take in response to this passage? 
How is this applicable to me?

Further Scripture Study

Luke 5:17-26; Mark 2:1-12;  Proverbs 17:17; Hebrews 10:19-25; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12;
Matthew 22:36-40; John 13:34-35 

As you study the scripture verses provided for this week, study for the right context and for the
right questions.  Use these questions to help with deeper study, journaling, memorization,
historical understanding, daily life application, prayer,  and just digging into God's Word.  You
don't have to answer them all, but these are a great way to start digging deeper into God's Word
so that you can apply it more effectively to your daily life.  

Right Context:

Right Questions:

https://www.blueletterbible.org/ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

https://biblehub.com/ 

https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/

https://www.youversion.com/

https://bible.org/

https://www.desiringgod.org/

https://www.gty.org/

https://www.gotquestions.org/

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/

https://carm.org/

https://dwellapp.io/



Reflect & Respond
Who in this story do you most often relate to?  Why, and are you okay with this? 

What are you doing here?  Not just here at Rich Fork, but what are you doing in the
community that God has placed you in?  Are you living as a "risk taker", willing to go
above and beyond, for the sake of the Gospel?

Is there anything in your life that currently has you "paralyzed" or unable to walk freely
in Christ? Is there anyone willing to carry you and tear the roof off the house to get you
to Him? If not, let one of the Rich Fork pastors know so that we can help to get you
connected.

Where in your life do you play the role of the Pharisee/teacher regarding your judgment
of others and your doubt of who Jesus Christ truly is?  What are you perhaps trying to
control and/or what do you perhaps fear regarding God?

Where in your life do you find yourself being "the crowd", too preoccupied to see the
true needs at hand (family, marriage, church, work, community)? 

Who are you currently carrying and willing to risk all for in order to get them to Jesus? 
 If you aren't carrying someone, then who do you know that needs to be carried?

Key Thoughts
We can be in a room (or season) where God is moving and doing some absolutely
amazing things, yet completely miss it; not be a part of it.

Evangelism is pointing someone to their need for a relationship with God, NOT,
behavioral change, getting them to think like you, or getting them to agree with you.

Evangelism, discipleship, and ministry are not easy, you will exhaust yourself doing it.  We
cannot just tell people about Jesus, we must introduce them to Him.  We must be willing
to carry those in need, break down barriers, and lose our lives to get people to the feet of
Jesus.  We must love them more than we love ourselves (Matthew 22:36-40; John 13:34-35)


