
Margin - Week 4 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2023

Summary - "Making room for what matters most."
Margin is the space between our load and our limits, the gap between rest and exhaustion, the
space between breathing freely and suffocating.  As we have seen over the course of this series,
we are often terrible at creating margin for that which truly matters:  our relationship with the
Lord, relationships with those around us, and also areas such as our resources; yes that includes
our financial resources.  In this final week of the Margin series, we will look to examine scripture in
order to get some margin back in our lives concerning our finances and what it looks like to have
a joyful view of obedient generosity.

Scripture - 2 Corinthians 8-9 (focus on 8:1-5)
The church of Corinth was young and immature in their faith, and the churches had their issues
and need for spiritual growth. Paul is trying to teach them about an important facet of the
Christian faith; he is trying to teach them about generosity and stewardship.  To do this he
points them to the Macedonian christians who were giving above and beyond their means. 
 Macedonia had once been a thriving city, much like Corinth, but had experienced great loss due
to war, loss of leadership, and other strife.  Christians in Macedonia were under great
persecution, and due to this, were in severe poverty.  We learn in these chapters; however, that
the Macedonian churches continued to give according to their means and even beyond.  They
did not have financial margin, but they had the grace of God driving their direction and
decisions.  The Macedonian believers had this joy of giving; why?  Because they knew they were a
part of the community of believers, and it was an honor to participate in their support.  Paul
challenges the Corinthians believers in this, and these verses should challenge us as believers
today.  As we study these verses this week, and wrestle with financial margin, we must aim to do
so by the grace of God.  Let's look at this from reasons other than to grow our bank account, but
instead to grow the name of Jesus. We want to make our time, talents, and resources available
to Him.  How might you create financial margin in your life to do just that?  For the local body,
for individuals, for neighbors, for missionaries, for those in need in your family? 

For further study, look at Acts 2:42-45 and  2 Corinthians 9:1-15

Free Key Resource Available 
"The Treasure Principle" by Randy Alcorn
https://richfork.churchcenter.com/people/forms/497941

https://richfork.churchcenter.com/people/forms/497941


Reflect & Respond
Before answering the question of financial margin, ask first, "How am I doing in my relationship
with Jesus Christ?  Do I have a growing relationship with Jesus Christ?  Do I have margin in my
life for time to grow in my faith?" 

Do you have a joyful and generous spirit that flows out of your relationship with God? 

When we approach any facet of our lives through the grace and mercy of Jesus, He will reveal
areas in need of change, repentance and freedom, in order to allow margin in all aspects of our
lives.  What area of your life do you believe is requiring this change and repentance in order to
allow margin?  (this does not have to be financial)  

Who/What/Where, regarding God's heavenly kingdom, are you excited about giving generously
to?  What in your man made earthly kingdom is holding you back?

Move toward a relationship with Jesus: examining your relationship with God, through Jesus.
Allow God’s word to shape your view of your resources (see free resource on page 1 of guide)
Decide to create financial margin for the purpose of giving with joy. (2 Corinthians 9:6-8)

When we lower expenses below our income, then we live with far less stress and pressure.   
When we create financial margin, we are equipped to help others. (2 Corinthians 8:1-7)
When we help others, we step into joy and place our treasure in heaven instead of on earth.
(2 Corinthians 8:1-7)

Key Thoughts
In order to desire MARGIN in our finances, practically & spiritually, we must grasp the joy, the
freedom and grace given through financial margin.  We must examine our view of creating
financial margin in light of our relationship with Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 8:8-9)

In order to wrestle the lion of our finances, we must become more comfortable and amazed by
the grace of God in our lives.  Margin in our finances is not created out of guilt, but grace. 

The grace of God deposits a spirit of compassionate generosity into every follower of Christ. (vs.1
& vs.5). 

When the church unites to gracefully give, the result is joy and the ability to do greater things. 

How do we create margin as individuals and families?  By beginning to travel in the right
direction:

Reasons to create margin in the area of finances:
1.
2.
3.


